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Traditional Orchard Survey Instructions

For the purpose of this work we are defining an orchard as five or more fruit trees that are no more
than 20m apart from crown edge to crown edge.

The survey form is a series of questions and boxes which should take approximately 5-10 minutes
to complete once you have arrived at the site. The following pages will help explain the survey
form in more detail.

You will be assigned a set of Ordnance Survey maps that will be marked with several potential
traditional orchards. Before setting out for the day, take some time to study the maps and identify
where there are access points such as public footpaths and rights of way. Planning a route prior to
departure will save you both time and effort.

If at any time whilst surveying, you feel uncomfortable or if an unsympathetic orchard owner
approaches you do not hesitate to move on to the next site and always feel free to pass on my
contact details to anybody that would like further information or clarification about the project.

Anita Burrough

Orchard Project Officer

People's Trust for Endangered Species & Mammals Trust UK
15 Cloisters House

8 Battersea Park Road

London SW8 4BG

Tel: 020 7498 4533

anita@ptes.org

Equipment Check List

Maps

Information packs for land owners / orchard owners
Identification sheets

Survey forms

Pens/pencils

Tape measure

Long handled spoon

Gloves

Camera (optional)

Please also familiarise yourself with the health and safety guidelines provided in your
survey pack before embarking on surveying and always let somebody know where you are
planning to work. Do not put yourself or others at risk.
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Preliminary Survey

The aim of this part of the survey is to gather simple information without the need to enter the
site.

Is the orchard still in existence?

First establish if the orchard marked on your map still exists. If it doesn't, fill in numbers 1 - 6 on
the survey form. Please make a note of the current land use in the comments section. For example
intensive agriculture or development etc.

If it does, continue filling in the survey form for the site by ticking the appropriate boxes. Fill in any
other comments you feel may be useful at the end of the form.

Question 1. Site number

This is the number of the orchard as marked on your map and will help us to organise the survey
results.

Question 2. Surveyors name

By knowing who has undertaken each survey we will be able to easily contact the surveyor if there
are any queries at a later date.

Question 3. Orchard owner contact details.

It will be helpful for future work if the contact details of the orchard owner can be obtained. For
example we can contact owners with information about grants or training days in their area or
offer them a noble chafer survey.

Question 4. Date

Date that the survey was undertaken.

Question 5. Visibility

This does not refer to access on to the site but to the visibility of the site.

Some sites will be easy to view, some will be only be partially seen from the footpath or road and
others may be impossible to see. The level of visibility will affect the level of information that can
be gathered.

If the orchard can only be seen partially then tick the limited visibility box and fill in as much
information as you can. If the orchard cannot be seen easily then simply fill in numbers 1 - 7 on
the survey sheet and move on to the next site.
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Question 6. Determination of orchard type

Determination of management is the most important aspect of the survey work. If the orchard still
exists and it can be viewed easily and safely, does it appear to be traditionally managed?

A summary sheet showing the differences between orchard types is provided in your survey pack
together with an information sheet outlining the indicators of orchard management.

The simplest visual indicator of intensive management is the presence of herbicide-treated or
cultivated strips / patches along the tree rows or beneath the trees, where the ground is generally
bare or with some annual plant re-growth. These bare strips / patches contrast with the
permanent grassland of the between-row spaces. You may need to look carefully for signs of
chemical use as it may not be as evident at certain times of the year.

Question 7. Orchard and tree management status

By looking at the orchard floor and fruit trees, you can determine how the site is managed.

The way in which the orchard floor is managed will affect the wildlife present. To establish ground
floor management look for evidence of animals, machinery, uniform mow lines or chemical use.

Sheep droppings Evidence of mowing Evidence of herbicide application

Livestock grazing is ideal if undertaken at the correct intensity with appropriate livestock species. If
no animals are present at the time of surveying then please try and identify stock from any
droppings visible. In some orchards, however, livestock can have a detrimental impact and
animals may cause serious damage to trees. Some nibbling is acceptable but severe damage will
affect the life-span of the orchard.

Animal evidence!
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