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The striking noble chafer beetle lives a reclusive life in traditional orchards. But, as agricultural
intensification and neglect reduce its habitat, this handsome beetle is becoming increasingly rare.
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S The noble chafer beetle is
often confused with the rose
chafer. The rose chafer
however has a globular
shape and lacks the ‘waist’
of the noble chafer.
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surveying fruit trees for noble chafer beetles

Where old fruit trees in an orchard exhibit decay features, look for noble chafer signs...

e With your arm, a long handled spoon or similar implement, reach into any
accessible hollows.

o Collecta handful of the wood mould that is inside. This will be fine, woody material
produced by fungal activity during the decay process.

o Inspect the wood mould for noble chafer frass. It may be useful to use a white sheet or piece of paper for this as
when shaken the pellets usually come to the surface. Noble chafer frass is approximately 3mm long and lozenge-
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o If noble chafer frass is discovered please take a small sample
and send it to the PTES office, with address or grid reference for

confirmation and recording.

o If noble chafer larvae are discovered please leave them where
they are but take a photograph if possible.

o Return the wood mould to the hollow.

o Always be aware that other species inhabit tree hollows so
please explore with care and keep disturbance to a minimum.

noble chafer-friendly orchard management

If you are lucky enough to find evidence of the noble chafer in your orchard, follow
these steps to ensure the beetles continue to thrive ...

o Take care when pruning and leave thick branches alone as these may contain noble chafer larvae.

e Encroaching scrub should be controlled around trees that are known, or suspected, to have noble chafer
within them as increased shading may cool the trunk which in turn may affect the development of the larvae.

o Fallen trees should be left undisturbed as they may contain developing noble chafer larvae. Where they need
to be moved for access, move them to the side of the orchard where they can - @
continue to support deadwood invertebrates and fungi.

¢ Aim for an organic approach to the management of your orchard. Pesticides
may poison noble chafer and fertilisers may compromise tree health through
impacts on fungal mycorrhizae which have many benefits to trees.

e Keeping your orchard well-stocked with trees will maintain a diverse age
structure and ensure the continued presence of wood-decay habitats and future
habitat for the noble chafer.

¢ An active management programme is beneficial to orchard wildlife in
maintaining the open structure which favours noble chafer and other key species.
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